AdGuard Ad Blocker: Enhancing Internet
Security for SMBs

Small and medium-sized businesses (SMBs) face many of the same online threats as larger
enterprises — phishing scams, malicious ads, invasive trackers — but often with far fewer IT
resources to combat them. AdGuard, known as one of the world’s most advanced ad blockers,
offers an effective way for SMBs to boost their internet security and browsing safety. It goes
beyond simply removing ads: AdGuard can block phishing sites, stop malicious or deceptive
advertisements, protect employee devices on multiple platforms, reduce exposure to trackers,
and even improve network performance. This report examines AdGuard’s key security-related
use cases and benefits for SMBs, with practical scenarios, supported platforms, and
business-specific deployment insights.

Get AdGuard

Blocking Phishing Attempts

(5. AdGuard features to boost your Internet security on Windows) AdGuard’s Browsing Security
module screens web traffic against a constantly updated database of malicious and phishing
sites. If an employee accidentally attempts to visit a known phishing page — for example, by
clicking a suspicious link in an email — AdGuard will block the connection and display a warning
instead of loading the site (5 AdGuard features to boost your Internet security on Windows).
This prevents users from entering credentials on fake login pages or downloading malware from
spoofed websites. AdGuard essentially acts as a real-time safeguard: “It checks every website
you visit for malicious content against a constantly updated database and blocks requests from
dangerous pages” (Ad Blocker for Windows by AdGuard: remove all ads forever).

Phishing schemes often also arrive via search engine ads or sponsored results that
impersonate legitimate sites. AdGuard mitigates this risk by filtering out search ads, including
those that may lead to phishing pages (5 AdGuard features to boost your Internet security on
Windows) (5 AdGuard features to boost your Internet security on Windows). By automatically
removing those deceptive results, AdGuard ensures employees are less likely to click a
fraudulent link when searching online. In practice, using a tool like AdGuard is far more
convenient and reliable than expecting every staff member to spot phishing signs on their own —
the moment a known phishing URL is encountered, AdGuard intervenes and blocks it before
any harm can occur (5 AdGuard features to boost your Internet security on Windows). This
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proactive phishing protection is a critical layer of defense for SMBs, who might otherwise fall
prey to cleverly disguised scam sites.

Preventing Malicious or Deceptive Ads

Malvertising — malicious code or scams delivered through advertising networks — is a growing
threat that can strike any browsing session. AdGuard’s core ad-blocking functionality greatly
reduces this risk by denying access to undesirable content on the web (The Argument for
Enterprise-Wide Ad Blocking ). It blocks all kinds of ads (pop-ups, banners, video ads, etc.),
including those sneaky fake download buttons or “your computer is infected!” pop-ups that trick
users into clicking dangerous links. By eliminating intrusive ads, AdGuard not only declutters the
browsing experience but also “protects against malicious ads that can compromise your
business’s security” (Protect Your Business with an AdGuard Family Plan Lifetime Subscription

for $29.99 | Entrepreneur).

In real terms, this means an employee visiting a news or industry website is shielded from
drive-by download attacks or phishing attempts embedded in third-party ads. If a threat actor
tries to serve malware via a poisoned ad slot, AdGuard’s filters will likely block that ad URL or
script, rendering the attack harmless. Security experts note that ad blockers “do more than just
block ads” — they can “filter out threats including malware... and other malicious activities”
carried by ad networks (The Argument for Enterprise-Wide Ad Blocking ). For an SMB, this
translates to fewer chances of an accidental malware infection or scam trigger during everyday
web browsing. In short, AdGuard’s ad blocking is also threat blocking. Employees see only
clean pages and requested content, not scam banners or malicious redirects, dramatically
cutting down one of the easiest avenues for attackers.

Protecting Employee Devices and Browsing Sessions

One of AdGuard’s strengths for businesses is its cross-platform protection. AdGuard offers
solutions for all major operating systems and browsing platforms — Windows and macOS
desktops, Linux systems, Android and iOS mobile devices, as well as browser-specific
extensions. This means an SMB can deploy AdGuard on virtually any device employees use.
The SoftwareAdvice review notes that AdGuard “works with any OS and browser, whether
Windows, macOS or Linux, Chrome or Firefox”, making it a versatile choice for mixed device
environments (_Adguard | Reviews, Pricing & Demos - SoftwareAdvice NZ ). Employees in the
office, at home, or on the road all benefit from the same umbrella of protection on their laptops,
tablets, or smartphones.

From a security standpoint, having AdGuard on each device ensures that protection travels with
the user. For example, a salesperson’s laptop with AdGuard for Windows will continue blocking
dangerous sites and ads even when that laptop is used on public Wi-Fi, away from the company
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network. Likewise, AdGuard for Android can shield a remote employee’s phone from in-app ads,
trackers, and malicious domains via its local VPN filtering. This per-device approach can
complement any network security by covering gaps when devices are used off-network or on
personal internet connections.

AdGuard’s safe browsing and ad-blocking features apply system-wide, which means they
protect not just a single browser but all web traffic on the device. This includes multiple
browsers, email clients loading external content, and any application that might fetch ads or web
data. It effectively hardens each endpoint against web-based threats. Notably, AdGuard allows
whitelisting for flexibility — administrators or users can permit specific sites or services if
needed (_(Adguard | Reviews, Pricing & Demos - SoftwareAdvice NZ ). For instance, if a
business tool or partner website is being inadvertently filtered, it can be added to an allow-list
easily. This ensures security controls remain robust without hampering essential business
activities.

AdGuard’s licensing also caters to multi-device use. The Family Plan (often marketed to
consumers) can cover up to nine devices under one subscription (Protect Your Business with an
AdGuard Family Plan Lifetime Subscription for $29.99 | Entrepreneur), which in a small
business context means a handful of employees can all be protected affordably. In fact, one
entrepreneur-focused review highlights extending AdGuard protections to your team as a smart
move, given that it “acts as a powerful shield, safeguarding your business data... especially
important for small businesses that may not have extensive IT security resources” (Protect Your
Business with an AdGuard Family Plan Lifetime Subscription for $29.99 | Entrepreneur). Even
without a dedicated IT staff, SMBs can quickly roll out AdGuard across employee devices and
significantly harden their security posture.

Reducing Exposure to Trackers and Data Harvesting

Beyond blocking outright malicious content, AdGuard also targets the tracking mechanisms
that pervade modern websites and ads. This has important privacy and security implications for
businesses. Trackers from advertising networks, analytics services, and data brokers silently
collect information about users’ online behavior — which pages they visit, which products they
research, and more. For an SMB, such data harvesting could potentially expose sensitive
business activities (like researching a new client or partner) to third parties. Moreover,
aggregated tracking data can make employees targets for highly tailored phishing or social
engineering, since trackers help create detailed profiles.

AdGuard mitigates these risks through robust anti-tracking features. According to AdGuard’s
documentation, it “fights all the trackers and analytics systems that spy on you. It blocks
third-party cookies, hides your IP address, and offers a powerful suite of tools to protect your
privacy.” (Ad Blocker for Windows by AdGuard: remove all ads forever). In practice, when
AdGuard is running, it will strip out or block requests to known tracking domains (for example,
Facebook Pixel or Google Analytics on third-party sites), prevent cookies from unrelated sites,
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and can even mask identifying information like your user agent or referral URLs. This Stealth
Mode functionality means employees’ browsing leaves a much smaller footprint.

For an SMB, reduced tracking translates to enhanced confidentiality. Employees are less likely
to be profiled based on their browsing of competitors, suppliers, or sensitive topics. AdGuard
effectively stops many forms of data leakage to advertisers or data brokers. One review
specifically noted that AdGuard “eliminates trackers that collect browsing activity” ((Adquard |
Reviews, Pricing & Demos - SoftwareAdvice NZ ), underscoring its value in preserving privacy.
An added benefit is compliance: by blocking a lot of unsolicited third-party data collection,
businesses can more easily adhere to privacy regulations and policies, since less personal or
company data is disseminated without consent. Overall, AdGuard serves as a quiet privacy
guard for every web session — protecting not just the devices from threats, but the users’ and
organization’s data from unwelcome observers.

Enhancing Network Performance by Reducing
Unwanted Content

Security aside, SMBs also stand to gain a practical performance boost from using AdGuard.
When ads, trackers, and other unwanted content are filtered out, web pages become leaner and
faster. Less content means fewer HTTP requests and fewer bytes downloaded on the network.
AdGuard explicitly touts faster page loading as a benefit of its filtering (Ad Blocker for Windows
by AdGuard: remove all ads forever), and industry experts agree. By blocking ads and other
extraneous elements, “an ad that is blocked is one that doesn’t have to be downloaded from the
internet or rendered by the user’s browser” (The Argument for Enterprise-Wide Ad Blocking ).
This translates to tangible savings in bandwidth and improved browsing speed for users.

For example, consider an employee visiting a news site that normally loads 5 MB of ads and
trackers along with the main content. With AdGuard, that bloat might be entirely skipped —
saving those 5 MB and several seconds of load time. Multiply this by many pages and multiple
employees, and the bandwidth savings add up. In one real-world observation, nearly 40% of a
page’s content was removed by ad blocking, and about 46% of total browsing data usage was
saved over time (The Argument for Enterprise-Wide Ad Blocking ). While results will vary, it's
clear that filtering out ads/trackers can significantly cut network load. For an SMB with a limited
internet connection or data-capped plans, this efficiency means faster access to needed
information and potentially lower costs.

Furthermore, lighter webpages improve employee productivity — staff aren’t left waiting as long
for sites to load or struggling with pages bogged down by video ads. Even device performance
benefits: fewer scripts and media to process reduces CPU and memory usage on endpoints
(and can extend battery life on laptops/phones). All these gains come as a side-effect of
AdGuard’s primary mission. In essence, by reducing web clutter, AdGuard “speeds up page
loading” and makes web surfing not only safer but smoother (Ad Blocker for Windows by
AdGuard: remove all ads forever). SMBs can view it as both a security tool and a performance
optimization tool, improving the overall user experience on their network.



https://www.softwareadvice.co.nz/software/470095/Adguard#:~:text=hardware%20requirements%20of%20Pentium%20II,trackers%20that%20collect%20browsing%20activity
https://www.softwareadvice.co.nz/software/470095/Adguard#:~:text=hardware%20requirements%20of%20Pentium%20II,trackers%20that%20collect%20browsing%20activity
https://adguard.com/en/adguard-windows/overview.html#:~:text=AdGuard%20for%20Windows
https://adguard.com/en/adguard-windows/overview.html#:~:text=AdGuard%20for%20Windows
https://www.ciso.inc/blog-posts/argument-for-enterprise-wide-ad-blocking/#:~:text=protection%20to%20mitigate%20those%20risks,blocker%20on%20my%20home%20computer
https://www.ciso.inc/blog-posts/argument-for-enterprise-wide-ad-blocking/#:~:text=Image%3A%20Statistics%20on%20ad%20blocking%E2%80%99s,total%20browsing%20usage%20since%20install
https://adguard.com/en/adguard-windows/overview.html#:~:text=AdGuard%20for%20Windows
https://adguard.com/en/adguard-windows/overview.html#:~:text=AdGuard%20for%20Windows

Supported Platforms and Deployment Options

AdGuard provides a range of deployment options suitable for small and medium businesses,
from individual device installations to network-wide solutions. Here’s how an SMB can leverage
AdGuard across different environments:

Desktop and Laptop Clients: AdGuard offers dedicated applications for Windows and
macOS (and even a command-line app for Linux). These apps run in the background
and apply filtering to all traffic on the machine. Deploying AdGuard on every company
PC ensures each user is protected no matter where they connect. The apps include a
rich set of features (ad blocking, browsing security, privacy filters, etc.) and are updated
regularly. Administrators can configure the settings (e.g. enabling strict filters or Stealth
Mode) and even export/import AdGuard configurations for consistency across multiple
devices. Given its lightweight requirements (runs on even modest hardware) ( Adguard
Reviews, Pricing & Demos - SoftwareAdvice NZ ), ((Adguard | Reviews, Pricing &
Demos - SoftwareAdvice NZ ), AdGuard won'’t strain older machines — an advantage for
budget-conscious offices.

Mobile Devices: For Android, AdGuard provides a powerful app that uses a local VPN
technique to filter ads and dangerous content on the device system-wide. This means it
can block ads in browsers as well as inside other apps (like games or social media), and
enforce safe browsing on mobile. On iOS, due to platform limitations, AdGuard offers a
Safari content blocker (for ad blocking in the Safari browser) and a Pro version that can
perform DNS-level filtering to block domains system-wide. By equipping employee
smartphones and tablets with AdGuard, businesses can protect those devices from
malicious sites and trackers during browsing, even on cellular networks. This is
particularly useful for teams that rely on phones or iPads for work tasks — ensuring
secure, ad-free access to internal web portals or research sites on the go.

Browser Extensions: AdGuard also has extensions for all major web browsers
(Chrome, Firefox, Edge, Safari, etc.). These are quick to deploy (often free) and can be
an option for SMBs that cannot install software on certain systems. The browser
extensions focus on ad and tracker blocking within that browser. While they lack some
advanced features of the full app (and won’t cover traffic outside the browser), they still
provide a solid layer of defense against web-based threats. For instance, if a contractor
is using their own device and you can’t mandate installing software, asking them to use
the AdGuard extension on their browser could at least ensure their work-related
browsing is filtered. The extension approach can also be centrally managed to some
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extent via enterprise policies for Chrome/Firefox, if needed, to enforce its use
company-wide.

o Network DNS Filtering (AdGuard DNS): To protect all devices on a network without
installing software on each one, SMBs can use AdGuard’s DNS-based filtering. AdGuard
DNS is a cloud service that functions as a DNS resolver which automatically blocks
domains known for ads, tracking, and malware. By pointing the office router or individual
device DNS settings to AdGuard’s DNS servers, every DNS lookup for an ad or
malicious domain will fail (returning an empty response). This effectively cuts off a huge
amount of unwanted content for everything on that network — from workstations to loT
devices. AdGuard offers a Public DNS (free) with preset blocking and also
customizable DNS plans with dashboards for those who want to fine-tune what'’s
blocked (Buy subscription | AdGuard DNS) (Buy subscription | AdGuard DNS). The DNS
approach is extremely easy to deploy (just change a DNS setting) and it's OS-agnostic.
Even guests on the Wi-Fi or devices that are not managed by IT will benefit from the
filtering automatically. The downside is that DNS filtering, by design, cannot do cosmetic
filtering or protocol-level inspection, but it's an excellent first line — for example, it can
block an employee’s browser from even resolving the address of a known phishing site
or ad server.

e AdGuard Home (Self-Hosted DNS Server): Tech-savvy SMBs or those with privacy
concerns can opt to run AdGuard Home, an open-source DNS filtering software, on their
own hardware (a small server or even a Raspberry Pi). AdGuard Home provides a
web-based dashboard to monitor and control filtering for the whole network (Introducing
AdGuard Home). It brings the power of AdGuard DNS in-house: you can use multiple
filter lists (EasyList, malware domain lists, etc.), enforce safe search, block certain
content categories, and see real-time statistics on DNS queries. Setting up AdGuard
Home in an office allows centralized protection without dependence on an external
service — all DNS queries go through your AdGuard Home and get filtered locally. All
devices within the network are covered by this unified solution (Introducing AdGuard
Home), which you can extend to remote workers via VPN connections as well. Many
SMBs use this as a cost-effective, once-and-done way to implement company-wide ad
blocking and safe browsing. For example, by deploying AdGuard Home, a company
could ensure that no device on its network can reach known malware hosts, and at the
same time block ads across every browser without configuring each one. The web
interface makes it easy to whitelist domains or check what was blocked if a user reports
an issue. (AdGuard Home is free, aside from the hardware you run it on, which makes it
attractive for small business budgets.)

It's worth noting that these options aren’t mutually exclusive — they can be combined for layered
protection. An SMB might use AdGuard DNS at the network level for baseline filtering, and still
install AdGuard apps on critical devices for more granular control (like hiding specific elements
or using HTTPS filtering for YouTube ad blocking, etc.). The flexibility of AdGuard’s ecosystem
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allows each business to choose how to deploy it based on their needs and expertise. Even a
non-IT founder can start with something simple like the AdGuard browser extension or DNS,
while those with IT support can roll out the full-fledged clients or AdGuard Home for maximum
coverage.

Conclusion

AdGuard Ad Blocker emerges as a valuable multi-purpose tool for SMBs looking to strengthen
their internet security in an affordable and user-friendly way. It addresses several top threats —
from phishing to malvertising to pervasive tracking — through a unified solution that requires
minimal oversight. Small businesses, which often lack dedicated cybersecurity staff, can deploy
AdGuard to “act as a powerful shield, safeguarding business data and personal information from
cyber threats” (Protect Your Business with an AdGuard Family Plan Lifetime Subscription for
$29.99 | Entrepreneur). The benefits are both preventive (blocking threats and intrusions) and
productive (faster, cleaner browsing).

Importantly, AdGuard’s trustworthiness is well-established: according to its privacy policy, the
company does not collect or share user data, and many of its products are open-source for
transparency (AdGuard Review & Cost 2025: Scam, Safe or Legit?). Over 160 million users
worldwide rely on AdGuard products to protect their privacy and security (Ad Blocker for
Windows by AdGuard: remove all ads forever), a testament to its effectiveness. For an SMB,
adding AdGuard into the security toolkit is a relatively simple step that can yield significant
protection across the board — guarding employees during their daily web activities, securing
multiple devices and locations, and reducing the noise and risk from the internet. In summary,
AdGuard provides an accessible way for small and medium businesses to harden their
defenses and ensure a safer, faster online experience for their teams, without the need for
complex infrastructure or large budgets.
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